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In the day of final judgment, every man will be called upon to give 
an account of the " deeds done in the body, " whether they be good or 
whether they be evil." It should consequently be the aim of chris- 
tians, to ascertain their duty on all questions of importance, that there 
may no " blood be found in their skirts." The duly of the church on 
the subject of American slavery, is the object of our research in the ' 
following pages. It must be determined, by the voice of God, speak- 
ing to us through Divine revelation. That is the only infallible rule of 
faith and practice, and by it we are always perfectly safe in governing 
our lives. Tliat the bible both justifies and furnishes rules to regulate 
servitude, we do not wish to deny. The question to be settled is, was 
Jewish servitude of such a character as to justify American slavery? 
There were Hebrew and Gentile servants, distinguished from hired 
servants : they were " bought with money." Did these persons sell 
themselves and receive an equivalent for their services ? Or were they 
stolen by others, sold and compelled to involuntary service, without 
wages ? The foUo'ving passage is doubtless the strongest one aflforded 
by the bible, which slaveholders and their apologists claim to justify 
the relation of master and slave. 

Lev. XXV. 44, 45, 40. " Both thy bondmen and bondmaids, which 
thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are round about thee ; of 
them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover, of the children 
of the strangers that do sojourn among you, of tliem shall ye buy and 
of their families that are with you, which they begat in your land : and 
they shall be your possession. And ye shall take them for an inheri- 
tance for your children after you, to inherit them for a possession ; 
they shall be your bondmen forever ; but over your brethren the chil- 
dren of Israel, ye shall not rule, one over another with rigor." 

We are gravely told, that this text proves, both that the Jews might 
buy slaves of the heathen and strangers, and perpetuate slavery by 
transmitting them to their children as property forever." This prov- 
ed, they have establislied a similitude between Jewish servitude and 
^imorican slavery, su.Ticicjit to justify the continuance of the latter, 
until some plan is spread before the public, wiser and better in tlie 
epinions of our opponents than immediate repentance. If this be not 
the obj{^ct of those who trouble the bible, what can be ? (Aboli- 
tionists M'ould never have disturbed the question of Jewish servitude, 
unless pro-slavery men had attempted to prop themselves in iniquity 
by declaring it the same in principle with American slavery.) 
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Wc are, howovor, quite unwillinfr to believe their assertion, and there- 
fore say, slavery is always sin. It is denied, and the bible is called up 
to develop a system of slavery, wliich has ealinly reposed in the tomb 
for eighteen hundred years. A simple comparison hetween the legal 
treatment of Jewish servants and American slaves, would be sufficient 
to cover the holders of the latter with everlasting infamy, and should 
summon tlie " mantling blushes" of deepest shame to the cheeks of 
slaveholders and their apologists. But we intend to do more — " to 
carry the war into the enemy's camp;" and prove not only that there 
was no slavery on Jewish soil, but that American slavery, in the light 
of the word of eternal truth, is most detestable ; and must " forever" 
suffer under the withering anathemas and anger of Almighty God. 

We lay down as our Hypothesis, sustained by the text alluded to 
and " every word that proceedeih out of the mouth of God," the fol- 
lowing propositions. 

I. The Jews were not allov/ed in any case to buy, either the hea- 
then or strangers, who had been reduced to slavery ; by which we mean 
involuntary bondage, without crime. 

II. They could not hold a man as property at all, much less estab- 
lish everlasting slavery. 

III. Heirs could not claim services from servants of legators, ex- 
cept upon contracts limited by the Jubilee. 

IV. Servants were in the main treated as childrnn or equals ; no 
authority appearing in the bible, for using them as are our Southern 
slaves. 

These are startling positions to those who believe that slavery is not 
always v/rong. And we confess our diffidence in asserting them, when 
we know how many great names are opposetl to us. Before we pro- 
ceed to the proof, however, let us inquire. What is a slave ? In the 
language of the Roman law, (when our Saviour was on the earth,) a 
slave was one " without name," and counted " pro nuUis, pro mortuis, 
pro quadrupedibus :" that is, " for nobody, for dead, for four footed 
beasts." In the language of the Louisiana law, a slave is one who 
is in the power of his master to whom he belongs. The master may 
sell him, dispose of his person, his industry and his labor ; he can do 
nothing, acquire notliing, but what nmst belonfi: to his master." The 
South Carolina huv adjudges slaves to be -'chattels personal in the 
hands uf th^'ir owners, possessors and asisi'rnoc-:, to all intents, ]~)urposes 
and con;-.tiaic!ious vviiatcvcr," au;l tiiis is said to he iorov(>r." In all 
the Slates be nny ]»o sold at \hc. will td" his 'n;i->ter, Sui.'h an one is a 
slave. With valuutary s;n-viuide, or the scrvi'viiO of minors, we wage 
no opposiiion, r.ssurod that the danci-r lo bo a:-.ovohonded iVom them, 
is bo!;i siiKiil and remote. Slavery, invoiiiuiavv servitude, inlerminuhle 
boiuiiiir;^ labor wid oiit compensation, rt;a])lny: down lields and w:igos 
kept back by rnuul," invasion, t)!' tiio m;rvria;fo rights, destruction of the 
family relation, mental degradation, hopeless ignorance, heatliQuizing 
cuitailment of religious privileges, chastity annihilating systems, arc 
what we hate, for God hatli taught us thus. We attempt not to prove 
there was no protracted servitude, among the Jews— Tiot that master is 
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0,11 unlioly lillo, not. that a man may not buy or sell services, not lliat 
one man slionld not serve another in a menial relation; but that God 
did in holy an/^er, fulminate doatli the portion of any and every one 
who held his fellow man a shivc in the common sense of that term. 
But to proceed with the subject. 

First. The Jews could not in any case, buy cither the heathen or 
strangers, who had been reduced to involuntary bondage without crime. 

The moral law of God is, in all its bearings, like its glorious Author, 
immutable everbastingly. Not one of its provisions has ever been chang- 
ed. Men should therefore be exceedingly cautious, how they make 
assertions, w!iich conilict with cither the letter or spirit of that law ; 
for Christ says, Math. v. 17, 18, 19, " Till heaven and earth pass 
away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass, till all be fulfilled. 
Whosoever, therefore, shr.U break one of the least of these command- 
ments, and shall leach men so. shall be (*allcd the hast in ike kinscdom 
of Heaven : but whosoever shall do and teacii them, shall be called 
'^rcal in the kingdom of Heaven." One of those enactments, concern- 
ing which he spake thus, was delivered by .Jehovah amid the awful 
solemnities of thundering and darkness npon Mount Sinai, and reads 
thus : *' And he that stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he be found 
in his hands, he shall surely be put to death." Kx. xxi. 16. Apply 
this to America — enforce its provisions, and how^ soon would every 
slaveholder " open the prison doors to them that arc bound," and "let 
the oppressed go free?" Because every slave in the land is either a 
atolen man or, what is no better, his descendant. " Men stealers ! 
'I'he worst of all thieves; in comparison of wdiom highway robbers 
and housebreakers arc innocent ; and men buyers arc exactly on a level 
with men stealers.^' — John ireslry. If the first stealing be morally 
wrong, all the logic in the world can never render th.e sale of 
stolen men or their descendants, though repeated through a succession 
of ages, sutricient to exhaust our knowledge of imm])crs. This law 
w'as promulged inimf'(lint<^!y suIjsefjU'.'ut to the e:\iiil)ition of a succes- 
sion of staj)en(l(M!s mirnclcs, v(n-c;ilin2" the illlniitnhie majestv of Al- 
mighty God ; all porlbrnied lor the delivcrniK^o of Jiis chosen people 
from an oppressive hondaire. As it is of vast inv.»ori;!uce, and will be 
again referred to in tlie ]iro->ecution (if o.ir subject, let us as'^ertain the 
extent of its meaning, thr.t wc may not err in its ajiplicntion. And to 
do this correctly, ni" must find a scri-jtiirnl iii.-'ancc of man sleaVm^^ 
to knov.^ prci'is^'ly what is condemned. In C^cuesis, xl. 15, wo leam 
tliat Jos.'pji was .'/f;/?'?! ; and :)y ro'.nnpritif.: thr' ]';iniincr in which he 
M'as reduced to slavery, witii lli; 1 ])i'r)(';'::s v\-]iich crowds the "middle 
passage" between AlVicn :::id \v.\v-u\\ wiili \v^ ini-( rable victims, we 
may v.'ithout the po.>,-:i')iii;y of crri:;'.':. d.isrovrr liu- .-ippiicr.bility of the 
law, {V.\. xxi. 10,) to t'vc systoiu of American slavery. And,' 

1. .Joseph was i'orcibly i::kc!i rjri^ujiicr by Ids in-utlireu — 1. k'*^o are 
Africans. 

2. .Toseph ^\as sold to slavpry — So are Africans. 

3. Joseph was carried into a foreign, [and by tlie mercenary wretches 
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who bouglit him, and sold to Potiphar — l^. So are Africans carried into 
IX foreign land, and sold to the Potiphars of Christian America. 

The analogy is complete — both are alike condemned. This *' infer- 
nal traflic in human llesh" has continued with us two hundred years. 
Yet, though Joseph says he was stolen — and the bible threatens death 
to men stealers — and American slaves are made sucli in the identical 
manner he was, there are found .some followers of Jesus, who say 
slavery is not sin ; that the great Southern Markel-hoiisc for *' souls of 
men" is a holy temple, and its keepers are the sacred diposilory of 
the Holy Ghostl! 

O slavery, what hast thou done! Do not, we beseech you dear 
brethren, accuse the Holy One of describing stealing men (Joseph in- 
terpreting) on one page of his blessed book, on the second fixing death 
as its just reward, and on the third dictating to Moses a perpetual char- 
ter for the commission of that very crime. Never was a law more 
plainly opposed to an iniquitous practice, than was tiiis of Jehovah 
against slavery — and it applies, in its uiit»hangcable nature, with una- 
bated force to American slavery. 

There are but two modes of reducing men to slavery — (involuntary 
bondage witliout crime.) The lirst is stealing them, as Joseph was, 
which we have described, and it is not only condemned' by tlie bible, 
Ex. xxi. 16, but is declared piracy by tiie laws of every christian na- 
tion, with a single exception. Tlie second is, by compelling to unre- 
quited toil, throu/rh legal aiid pliysical force, on th.e soil of one's birth. 
And this is as plainly condemned in the bible as tlie former. Jeremiali 
xxii. 13, "Wo unto him that usctti his neii^libor's service without wa- 
ges, and givelh him not for his M'ork." ".Rob not the poor because he 
is poor ; neither opprciss the aillictcd in the gate ; for tlie Lord will 
plead their cause, and spoil the soul of those tliat spoiled them." Prov. 
xxii. 22. Every American slave comes under one of these modes ; and 
so would Jewish slaves, had there been any. 

Most hateful in the sight of CJod, is oppression in every form., but 
particularly so when imposed upon tiie " .'•■•traiiacr," or "widow or 
fatherless," tliat niiglit " sojounr ' iu their land ; llic very cl:>ss ibis 
from which tlie Jevrs were to " t;ike tlu>ir bondmen and Ixvadmaids." 
He solemnly and repeatedly warns iIkmu against it in tiie following 
passages. Deut. xxv. 17, " 'i'liou sbalt not pervort the judiiment of 
the stranpirr, nor of tlic fatherless,*' S:c. Ex. xxii. 21, 22, 23, 2-1. 

"Thou shalt neitlier vex a stran^^O' nor oppress him If 

thou aiflict them in anv wise, and ihov crv at all unto me, I v/ill surrlv 
hear their cry. And iny wrath shall wax liot, a.nd 1 will ivill yon with 
the sword, and your wives .«hall be widows, and your childreti latlier- 
less." Levit. xix. I»'3, 31, " The ,s/r^/p?^;Yr tliat dwell with you siiall 
be unto vouas one born amon<^ von and tlioy shall loi'c him ((s flmsrlf] 
for ye were strangers in the land of I'^uypt.'" Also, Ex. xxiii. 9, thus 
urging them to ni(M*cy, iVoiu a romembranee of their own wioii!;"s. while 
in bondage. An a]){)eal, the most coirent possible, is this. 

The Jews might purcliase servants both from the heathen and stran- 
gers The latter were doubtless free from the characteristic word 
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** sojourner" applied to them in the charter- And the heathen, wha 
were bought for bondmen, must also have been free, else the Jews 
would be partakers in the iniquity of the man stealer. Hebrews were 
not ])ermitted to steal them, and to buy them of such as had stolen them 
would be no better. " For he that biddeth hiui God speed, is partaker 
of his evil deeds," 2 John. i. 11. If indeed Hebrews could buy men 
stolen, enslaved against tlieir will, why buy at all ? It would be easier 
and no more criminal to steal them themselves, and save money. They 
had the power to enslave those " sojourning" among them, and might 
have done it; but tliis would have been oppression, and they were for- 
bid(^en by " yc shall bui/,''^ The conviction is irresistible that those 
''hcndmen and bondmaids" whom the Jews "bought with money," 
s AO. themselves (if of ago, or were sold by their parents durins^ mi- 
nority) upon the equitable principles practiced every day by northern 
fretmen. 

We here assert as probable, from the different constitution of society, 
that a much larger proportion of our free citizens in the free States, are 
in servitude, than was among the Jews. Foreigners sold to pay their 
passage to America, apprentices and laborers agreeing for protracted 
service — all upon the same basis, value for value, a given amount of 
labor for a given sum, so many years for what was considered an equiv 
alent. 

Again. This service must positively have been voluntary, and not 
only so but more favorable to the servant than the master; else why so 
strange a license as the following would prove to every servant in the 
country: " Thou shalt not deliver to his master the servant which has 
escaped from his master unto thee ; he shall dwell with thee, among 
you, in that place which he shall choose in one of thy gates, where it 
liketh him best; thou shalt not oppress him," Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. 
How would slavery vanish away, as the morning cloud before the ris- 
ing sun, if there stood incorporated in our National Constitution, such 
a regulation as tlie foregoing, found embodied in the Jewish Slave 
Code! As the Russian ways were crowded with the self defeated 
thousands of Napoleons' army, so would our ways be thronged with 
flying myriads of Soulliern slaves. 

But it is asserted that the Jews certainly could make slaves of cap- 
tives taken in their wars with the Canaanitcs ! The proof is all against^ 
assertion only in favor of this. Joshua was commanded " to save alive 
nothing that breaihelli"— " thou shalt utterly destroy tliem," Joshua 
ix. 24, and Deut. xx. 16, 17, 18. IIo Mas however deceived, and in 
one instance commuted the vigliteous ycntcnee of God (death) to servi- 
tude. The cliaracter of tlir.l scrvimdc is rlcarly set forlh in the follow- 
ing passages: 1 Kings ix. 20,21, Ju'!l;;?s i. !>y, lio, •>\3, 2d Samuel viii. 
2, 8, 14, by an exuininatioii of v/liich v;c find tJiis rcbtion. A Tribe 
tributary to the Jcw^ in jjohskI; riilloii of ceri.iin privileges. The 
Gibeonitcs paid this to llie Jewy in a iiaiioii:iI cnj)acily, in hibor instead 
of money. llcwcrn of v;ood and draucrs of u'ater to the congrega- 
tion of Israel." It was the price of their life, and cheaply was the pur- 
chase made ; for there is not the slightest indication of personal servi- 
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tude, individual slavery ! The Oibeouites slill occupied their own cily, 
doubtless dwelt in their own houses, and preserved inviolate the sanc- 
tity of the family relations. As the Canaanites had no good objection 
to urge against the exterminating anathema of tlic Almighty, having 
deserved death by their sins committed against the preachhig of Abra- 
liam, this arrangement of Josh\ia's was tender mercy instead of oppres- 
sion. tSo mucli for slavery among con(3ucred enemies, claimed by the 
real pro-slavery of the South, and unwittingly echoed by their apologists 
in the North. Tiiere is one text in the Bible, which approaches justi- 
fication of slavery, nearer than all others. It is Deut. xxi, 10th, &:c. 
A Hebrew might take a beautiful female captive home and marry her 
as his lawful wile. If he did not this she was free ! ! 

Once more. That Hebrew servants sold themselves is perfectly 
clear. liev. xxv. 47, " And if a sojourner, or stranger, wax rich by 
thee, and thy brotlier that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself 
unto the stranger," &c. he might eitiier be redeemed or serve, just as 
long as a heathen servant could a Jew, until the Jubilee. Now if a 
Hebrew servant sold himself as a *' bondman" for the longest possible 
period, why is it not more than probable, the Heathen and strangers 
did the same ? A stranger would not of course have the right to steal 
or enslave a Hebrew ; that would be wrong. And the Hebrew was both 
forbidden to do it to one of his brethren and to a stranger ; for he was 
taught to " love the stranger as himself," Lev. xix. o3, 34, In other 
words, to do unto a stranger as he would, that a stranger should do unto 
him. This would cfTcctually preclude the Hebrew from intert'ering 
with the rightful freedom of the " hcatliern and sojourner" in any 
purchases of services from them. Every description of servants then 
sold themselves into voluntary servitude for a specified period, instead 
of being sold as slaves into perpciiial slavery. Who can with moral 
rectitude sell freemen but themselves ? 

God gave us only over beast, flcsli.. fowl, 
Dominion absolute ; that riglit \vc hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
He made not lord ; such title to himself 
Ueservuig-, human left to human free. — Mi/ton. 

AVhat is the object of stealing men ? To enslave them, " And he 
that stcaleth a man, &e. " shovv's that slavery, involuntary bondage 
Avithout crime, could not exist on the soil of Palestine." 

We will now show in ^vhat manner servants might be obtained. 

First. A Hebrew might sell himself to a Hebrew, for six years, if 
reduced to extreme poverty, Lev. xxv. 39; or to a stranger until the 
Jubilee, Lev. xxv. 47, 50. 

Second. A father might sell the service s of his daughter during her 
minority, or to be the wife or daughter in law of the purcliaser, Ex. xxi. 
*7. A custom strange to us in part, hut porfccily rirrliL and aplly illustra- 
ted by the sale ofLeaii and Kafhcl, by Laban their lather. Gen. xxix. ch. 

Third. Tiucves might be sold to pay tfie person injured by theii 
iheft, if they had not property suflicient. 
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Foui'tli. Children were detaiiind with their mother, where a man 
ublairied his freedom helbre his wile ; hitt notliinjr in the law to sepa- 
rate the hushand Irom the remainder oi' the I'amily, if lie chose to remain 
with them until the Jubilee, Ex. xxi. 4. Some think children could 
be sold to pay the debt?! of insolvent parents. This idea in founded 
upon 2d Kino-s, iv. 1. But linding not only no " thus saith llie Lord," 
})iu in my opinion a strono' condemnation of tiie practice of sundering 
families forcibly without crime, I deny tiie Icirality of the procedure, 
and demand better evidence. Were this true, it would not assist to 
stand erect the fallin^^- pillars of pretended ri<^ht, upon which reclines 
the black American Colossus, slavery. Having now enumerated every 
way described by the bible, in which men might become " servants or 
bondmen," and none of them coming in conflict with our first position, 
that " the Jews were not authorized in any case to buy a man reduced 
to involuntary servitude without crime," we proceed to the second. 

II. 'J^'lie Jews could not hold a rnan as properly at all, much less 
establish everlasting slavery. And, 

1. Three things are always necessary to constitute a fair transfer of 
property. (1) A seller, (2) a buyer, (3) the thing sold. In every pur- 
•'Jiase of servants among the Hebrews, the seller was the first, the buyer 
die second, and the services sold the third. This is true, because we 
liave shown that no involuntary servitude could be tolerated among 
them, except for crime, theft. How utterly at variance with these truths 
are American manners ! The soul driver, the planter, and the poor 
filave, here form the necessary trio in the transaction of enormous in- 
iquity. 

2. Tv70 ideas ahvays attach to property in itself considered, viz: 
sbsolute control over it by the owner, unless the superior rights of 
others are injured by his manatrement ; and, the power to transmit, by 
will or sale, to successive holders. Now, neither of these can be es- 
t;iblished in relVrence to Jewish servants, because nearly one half of 
their time was given them by iau% and complete liberty to all every 
fii'tieth year. 

3. It is ridiculous to talk of property holding an unrestrainable right 
ia property. Though masters in the South, may sometimes grant 

peciailsnis^^ to th<.>ir slaves, yet their legal ri<rlu of property in the 
lime, labor, soul and body of tlie slave, must and does positively absorb 
all other rights. But servants mentioned in llic bible could not only 
hold property uncontrolled by their masters, but every act of becoming 
a servant was accompanied by a demand for property, which the buyer 
must pay to the servant before he could have any kind of claim upon 
him. 

l. u\o man has flic moral rip;Iit to sell himself us properly. It is 
freely granted, tliat a master had an intorcsr in the services of his bond- 
iHon, for ho h -id " bou!:lit"' thorn, and thov were ''his money." So 
■!uve iiKisior;'^ now, llverv wliere ihcv 'ilie same pfcuniarv interest 
• a the bo(li»''s, souls and service's r>t ri>veia"ii* rs ''"bought v.ith money," 
Ji'ce laborers and appreniicfs, wliieli the Jews had in their "servants 
">nd bondmen.'' Yet this interest is far from amutmting to property in 

2 



10 



the " flesh and blood," and " souls of men." The bodies of all men 
belong, with their souls and every ransomed power, to God, and him 
alone. Every soul is mine, saith the Lord." " The earth is tne 
Lord's, with the fulness thereolV says David and Paul ; " Ye are not 
your own, ye are bought with a price." Every where that the owner- 
ship of man is hinted at in the bible, ho is claimed by his Creator. 
Who else can ? God gives liim his bodily and mental powers for his 
own happiness, good, and to glorify liis maker. Of course no man is 
at liberty to impair or oppose this right of God in him, or transfer it to 
another, as property ; for " he is not his own." And no man can 
rightfully buy such a right unless of God himself; he being tlie true 
owner of all men. No man then has the moral right to sell himself, 
becoming property, thereby throwing oft*thv3 restraints of the Almighty, 
and fastening upon himself the shackles of sinful man. 

And now we shall show, that even the mild and equitable servitude 
authorized among the Jews, could not be perpetuated. And, 

1. Six years in every case, closed the services of a Hebrew to a 
Hebrew ; or forty-nine at the utmost, a Hebrew to a stranger, Lev. 
XXV. 47, 50. — Jeremiah xxxiv. 13, 14. " Thus saith the Lord, the 
God of Israel ; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I 
brought them forth, out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bond- 
men, saying ; at the end of seven years, let ye go every man his 
brother a Hebrew which has been sold unto thee; and when he hath 
served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee," Here the 
reader will perceive the same phraze is used in reference to a Hebrew, 
as in the case of a heathen, " has been sold unto thee ;" but nothing is 
more clear than that services alone were sold for a limited season or 
period. Our opponents do not, cannot resist the plainness of this 
proof, but say the Iieathen ! and strangers ! were certainly to be slaves 
forever.'''' If they could be equally candid in reference to the heathen 
and the Jew, there exists in the bible just as good proof, that periodical 
liberty, was offered to the former, as the latter. It is found, Levit. xxv. 
9, 10. " Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound, 
on the tenth day of the seventh month ; in the day of atonement shall 
ye make the trumpet to sound throughout all your land. And ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throKghoiit all your land, 
unto all the inhabitants thereof ; it shall be a Jubilee unto you ; and 
ye shall return every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every 
man unto his family." Not an individual excepted, heathen nor Jew, 
" liberty to all the inhabitants of the land." This law was fundamen- 
tal. While Ex. xxi. 16, fenced slavery out of Judea, Levit. xxv. 9, 10, 
prevented abuses of the privilege granted. Lev. xxv. 44, 45, 46 ; and 
while the Jubilee was preserved, perpetuity of servitude was complete- 
ly prevented. It was wise, glorious and important. Primarily typical 
of the liberty, proclaimed by Christ and his apostles, after the grand 
atonement had been made, by the Saviour " bearinff our sins in his 
own body on the tree." This is clear from the annlo^ry between the 
two. When the Jubilee trump was sounded, liberty was oflered to all. 
So when Jesus had died, had linished the atonement, and *' ascending 
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oil higli led captivity captive," and had crowned his apostles with pento- 
costaJ tiro, liberty from sin, through faith, the benelit of his death, was 
oflered to all who would accept. Again : The trump was to sound 
" on the tenth duv of the seventh month," the day when atonement 
was to be made by the Jiigli priest ibr the sins of the })eople, whicli is 
acknowledged by all to be the very manifest type of Christ's death and 
atonement for the spiritual bonduf^e of the " whole world." Tluis the 
Jewisli atonement lypilied the death of tlie Saviour ; and the Jubilee 
most beautifully adumbrated the proclamation of *' glad tidings which 
.-^liull be to all people." Mr Parkhurst says, "It is a lively jircfigura- 
tion of the grand consummation of time, which will be introduced in 
like manner by the trump of God, 1 Cor. xv. 52," when the graves 
shall burst in the general resurrection. Now, how could the Jubilee 
he typical of this liberty olfered in Christ to all, or that granted posi- 
tively to all the dead in the " glorious morn," unless " every inhabi- 
tant in the land" was entitled to freedom from servitude ? Both the 
typical character of the Jubilee, and the plain language of the text, rivet 
xlie true nnpression upon the mind, '* thtre, ivas no perpetual servitude 
among God^s chosen people. 

But we are told by sticklers for slavery, that the text says of the 
heathen and strangers, they shall be your bondmen " forever." Let us 
see how much "forever" is. Unless this term be applied to an indi- 
vidual servant, it does our opponents no good. For if applied to the 
system of buying servants from the heathen, whatever might be the 
length of service, it would bring no revenue to the argument for per- 
petual bondage ; the Jubilee interrupting the servitude, but not alTecting 
the system. But it could not apply to individuals (though from the 
manner the passage is translated, such at first sight appears to be its 
design) first, because it contradicts fact, viz : the life of the individual 
could not continue "forever." Second: A positive law comes in con- 
flict with this application, viz : tiie Jubilee, declaring all contracts for 
servitude at an end. But again : Apply this term "forever," (which 
every biblical scholar knows to be often a limited one, sometimes ap- 
plying to things temporal, sometimes eternal,) to an individual, and the 
period indicated by it was either closed at the Jubilee, or the plain text 
of that institution, " (dl the inhabitants of the land," only meant " a 
;)«r/ of the inliabitants of tlie land." liOt the term "forever" refer to 
the system of purchasiuij^ "bondmen and bondmaids" from the " heath- 
en and stranger," (as in fact it rerdly tlof"^); and tlie Avord of is 
reconciled with itself, which in lids case can hr done in r.n other wnv. 
The apparent discrepance between Leviticu.s, xxv. 10, and tlie 40th 
verse of the same chapter, vanishes. 

Again: The term "forever" is usually applied to things of consi- 
derable duration, so much so as to give an idea of perpetuity. It may 
relate, in perfect accordance with this sense, to. the system of servitude, 
but cannot to individuals. We gh-e a different reiiding to the text, lo 
show our idea in addition to what has been said. 



I'draphrasc. 

" Aiul ye «liaU" Ibrcver continue \o 
"take thcni for an inlRritancc, &,c. 
and lht]i^' not yonr brctlu-cn the IIc- 
lircws "■ slirill foivvorljc vour boiulnicn." 



Common translut ion. 

*' And ye shall take tliem lor an in- 
heritance lor your children after you, 
to inherit thcni ibr a jjosscssiuji: tlicy 
shall be your bondmen Ibrevcr." 

"The pnssago seems lo moan/' says an able wiiior, ''that the lle- 
bvews miiiht by su<'cessivo j)urclia.-;t', coiiiiiiually jjosscss that kind ot" 
Bcrvants, and not, that ificy inii!:hr holtl llie t^anie individuals lor life." 
We once more assert t!ie lacr, that no coniraot for servire cotild be valid 
])eyond the Jid)ilee — supported in ibis view by tlu^ positive '' «//'' be- 
fore noticed, as superior in its weight, to the accommodaling term " for- 
ever." There is no real foree in this plirasc, so inueh harped upon by 
those who would even faslen upon the Holy One, the char<»'e of sanc- 
tioning slavery in his moral law, if they could thereby abolish aboli- 
tionism. (Let those only clothe themselves with tliis garment, who 
are fitted by it.) 

One more arirnment in favor of the first niember of our second head. 

r>. The position that Ood allows men to be enslaved, we think pre- 
sents liini in a most unenviable predicament of inconsistency, which we 
know is impossible in fact. By his law he dctnands our undivided ser- 
vice ; and this charge would make it appear, that he had resigned a 
part of that right lo the task master or slave owner. God would not 
invest, we think, nmi has not invested, an arm wielded by a wicked 
heart, with unlimited and despotic sway, over his fellow man. No 
never ! for lie is wisdom and love and mercy. That the pecuniary 
interest of the master comes in contact witii the religious duty of the 
slave in innumerable instances, is a fact so notorious, that it requires no 
proof. As a consequence of this, an accredited correspondent of the 
" Fresbi/icrian,'' writing from Alabama, declares them " emphatically 
a neglected race;" and the Kentucky and Tennessee divines, have re- 
cently attested to tlie almost universal denial of religious privileges to 
the slaves, though they have the same right to the instructions of the 
sanctuary, with whites, and their souls require the light of divine truth 
to prepare them for the great day of accounts, just as much, yea more 
than do those of the whites. Tiiis state of neglect is very general; and 
how absolutely irreconcileablo with probability, is the idea of " goods 
and chattels" prescribing reli^ iious lil)er1v, as a condition of continued 
service! Property dictating to its owner. No. A s/ave has no ac- 
knowledged civil or religious rights. Coil would not found an institu- 
tion, investing the control of an owner in one man, and imposing the 
subserviency of property on another, as from the natural laws of the 
human mind, it woiild produce results so disastrcms to morals, as above 
described, and that too so general, and imavoldabic by the best legal 
control in existence. No man, in the liglit of tlie word of God, would 
throw away his dearest riglits, because it involves palpable sin ; they 
mK■^t be torii f.om him by the hands of rutldess oppressors. The very 
r?Ution of master unl slave, instituted (or gain, pleasure or profit, is sin, 
only sin, always sin in itself. 



(). It is objected tliut tlic phri'.se ''of tlioni sliall ye buy your bond- 
men and bondnuiids," is proof that property was bought. 

" We must be careful how avc understand the terms " bonght and 
sold" in the scriptures. Execpting the prieslis, Joseph " bought" if// 
Ike E^ijplians, and they sohl themselves unto him. Nee ihm. xlvii. 
19 and 23. Thev were bouiiiit ibr servants. " Were thev therefore 
Joseph's "goods and chattels like tlic SouUiern slaves ? *' Jaeol) 
boufrht his two wives, for thev sav tliemselves of their father, " ilo 
hath sold us," Gen. xxi. 15. Were they therefore his slaves ? jMere 
goods and chattels? Boaz bought lluth. Was she asla^e ? To " buy 
with money" does not always jnran to purrhast; property in scripture 
phraseology. See Kx. xxx. 12, and xiii. 13, 14, 1.5. " liedecun the first 
born," literally " buy" the lirst born. Cain signifies to "buy." Kv(; 
said "I have gotten," literally "bought," a man of the T<ord, (Jen. iv. 1. 
So according to slaveholders' logic, J'lve was the hrst slaveholder — good 
old mother Kve ; and the Lord the first slave trader. When our South- 
ern slaveholders undertake to show how ancient their system is, let 
them go to the bottom. The Lord a slave trader ! Eve a slave buyer ! 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, good old slaveholders ! &c. and so on. 
Who can doubt, but that slaveholders are of the patriarchal line ! ! 
Doubtless they are the people, and we poor fana/ks ought to be ex- 
pelled from the church, for not " walking in die steps of those good 
fnthful ones of old ! ! ! " This term, shall " buy your bondmen and 
bondmaids," so far from proving' that slaves were thus obtained, sup- 
ports a direcdy contrary opinion, and fully reveals the fact that the 
principles of common honesty were sustained in obtaining servants, as 
we shall just now show. It will be granted Uiat the " strangers and 
dieir children which do sojourn among you," spoken of in the text, 
must have been free. The very term " sojourn" indicates this charac- 
teristic, as it means " to dwell for a short time in a place" while travel- 
ing. These were persons from whom it was appointed to the Jews to 
" their "bondmen and bondmaids," Now the Israelites, as has 

already been seen, were forbidden from oppressing the " stranger," and 
therefore God commands them to "buy" bondmen of them. Mark the 
force of the expression, "of them shall ye hin/,^'' not steal, your bond- 
men. Ye shall not oppress them, ye shall " buy.'*'' Not compel them 
to an unwilling service, (as southerners generally do) ye shall ''^buy.'" 
Ye shall not enslave, forcing them into bon(lag(% ye " shall buy" your 
servants justly. Shall not sunder the family ti(>s, without consent of 
parents and children. Ye " shall buy" of tliem on. fair contract. Any 
thing short of this Vv-ould be grievous oppression ; and so deeply con- 
cerned was the God of all goodness, for the welfare of the stranger, 
that he utters that thrilling denunciation against those who Mould dare 
oppress them, " If they cry at all unto m(\ I will surely hear, and my 
wrath shall M'ax hot against you, and I will kill you with the svrord, 
and your wives shall be widows and your children latlicrlcss," Ex. 
xxii. 22, 23, 24. So much for " buy" and sell. Our second position 
that the Jews could not hold men as property at all, much less establish 
everlasting slavery, being established ; we pass to notice, thirdly, heirs 
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could not claim services from servants of legators, except upon positive 
contracts limited by the Jubilee. 

Our opponents say children were to have tlie servants of their pa- 
rents for an inheritance. We answer, lieirs would of course claim the 
fulfillment of contracts with their parents. .Justice would require this, 
because those services would be a part of the estate, *' his money." 
But these words, " and ye shall take them for an inheritance for your 
children after yon, to inherit them for a possession," mean any thing 
else as soon as that slavery was to be perpetual among the Hebrews. 
An " inheritance," 'tis true, generally means a legacy from a friend, and 
a possession is commonly applied to properly; but not always, by any 
means. Instance — He who drinks mucli rum, inherits disgrace and ' 
an early death, as his possession ;" but tlie sober nuin has an *' in- 
heritance" of long life with honor, as his " possession." These terras 
may express in a iivel)'^ and forcible manner, certain privileges. Thus, 
the "inheritance" of Christ's humble followers will be a "possession." 
in the skies incorruptible. As "bondmen" would be necessary part 
of community, the children of Israel were " forever" to have the priv- 
ilege of " possession" by " buying" them of the " lieathen and stran- 
ger," and this was to bo their "inheritance." I know not what lan- 
guage could have portrayed more awiully than that we have quoted, the 
fixed determination^ the Almighty, to blast and wither, with his fierce 
vengeance, the Jewish nation, if they should forcibly take the innocent 
" stranger or heathen" as property tor an inheritance and " possession" 
for their children after them, and will them as slaves to their heirs 
" forever," for surely there can be no greater oppression, than that of 
enslaving a man. See Ex. i. 13, 14,andiii. 9, Every other wrong 
dwindles into insignificance when compared with this. Give me lib- 
erty or give me death, said Patrick Henry. Ten thousand voices 
echoed, " Give me liberty or give me death." 'Twas a noble saying. 
It rolled with gathering Ibrcc tln'ough tlie nation, until the voice of one 
man W'as the thundering proclamation of millions, and was hurled, with 
defiance, at European desjiots on the eastern shore of the Atlantic. It 
lit up the fire of the revolution, which disinthrallrd us from a foreign 
yoke, and is destined to burn in the bosom of all the real friends of 
liberty, until "every yoke shall be broken," and all tlio "oppressed" 
upon the American continent go free. O thou Lord God of the op- 
pressed ! speed thut day. 

But once more. The Jews could not have understood the terms 
" inheritance and possession" as we understand them, ^vhcn applied to 
property, fur with all tlie claims of our opponents to perpetuity, when 
speaking oi' Jewish sldvcri/I there was a law, (well understood by 
them) broad in its extent, positive in its requirements, plain in its 
phraseoloiry, which shouted liberty upon every hill, rung it through 
every valley of the holy land, and in the twinkling of an eye removed 
every restraint that the master cuuld legally fix upon the " servants and 
bondmen." What kind of property is that whicli owns itself fully at 
short intervals ? What perpetuity ! that which is periodical and num- 
bers forty nine years ! ! ! Every case of servitude was begun upon a 
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mutual agreement, and must close on the return of the Jubilee. He- 
brew servants ! heathen bondmen, strangers at service, " all the inha- 
bitants of the lamW'' partook of the general release : every bond was 
broken, and if any were oppressed, they all went free. This is all the 
individual "inheritance and possession" that the children! could pos- 
sibly have in the bones and sinews of the poor heathen slaves! 

Again : Speaking of our Saviour, the apostle says, " by whom and 
for whom wej-e all things created," and again, " who made all things 
for his own pleasure." Could it be pleasure for the merciful Jesus, to 
see his redeemed rendering an unrequited and unwilling service to a 
tyrant ? Common sense says no. And let all the righteous say amen. 
This leads us to consider and prove, 

4. Jewish servants were in the main treated as equals or children, 
not a shadow of authority appearing in the word of God, for treating 
them as are our Southern slaves. 

1. Their service was always voluntary — unless convicted of crime. 
This is indubitable from the following text, before quoted, Deut. xxiii. 
15, 16. ** Thou shalt not deliver to his master the servant, which is 
escaped from his master unto thee. He shall dwell with thee among 
you* in that place which he shall choose, in one of thy gates which 
liketh him best ; thou shall not oppress him." Unfurl to the States, a 
banner with this inscription, and slavery is (Ze«(/.'4Thc land would bo 
darkened with flying thousands, who long to escape from their masters. 

2. They might hold property over which the master had no control. 
For the counterpart of this, see the Southern slave codes generally. 

3. They had the civil rights of citizens in the congregation of Israel. 
Southern slaves have none. 

4. If the master smote out an eye or a tooth, freedom was the price. 
How is it south ? Death is almost the only emancipator there. 

5. The various public feasts, sabbaths, convocations, &c. gave Jew- 
ish servants rest for very near one half of the time. 

How much rest, how many feasts and sabbaths, have Southern slaves? 
G. Jewish servants sometimes married their masters children ! 

7. It was the duty of Heljrews to teach the law of God to their 
families. 

Is this made the duty of masters in the South, by law? No. In 
some of the slave States, laws are made against this in elTect. 

8. Husbands and wives could not be forcibly separated under the Jew- 
ish law. 

It is done daily in the South. 

9. Jewish servants worshipped in common, in the same church with 
their masters. 

This is not even permitted in the North generally, much less in the 
South. 

We here insert an article, from the pen of Rov. George Storrs, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, upon the patriarchal treatment of servants. 

* In readins^ this, I fancy I hear a colonizationist exclaim, horrible .' right 
among- tiiem ! What amalgamatori! 
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*' Abraham had servants bought with money/' " Wo lind one an heu 
to his estate; see Gen. xv. Another rnled over all thai Abraham had, 
Gon. xxiv. 1, 2, sent to ehoose a wiie ibr Lsaae, v. 4. He seems to 
Jiave had charir*; olMsaac liiniself, v. 0. Uaehel salutes him with " my 
lord," V. 18. What a lovely ^'lave ! He in(|uires lor a plaee to lodge 
in her latlier's house, v. What a saucy slave ! Ask lor a place to 

lodge in a planter's house! Why not go to the 'negro quarters?' 
When our slave holders can show us, if they were to die childless, 
their slaves (goods and chatteh>) would be heirs to their estates ; that 
they send them to choose wives for their sons ; that they rule over all 
they have, &c.; then it will be time lor us to grant that they have Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, for their exam])ies." The treatment of minors, 
was that of children — and adults that of equals. 

Objections of various kinds have been nuule to Uie idea just thrown 
out; some arising from one text, some another. We notice two cf the 
strongest, and assure the reader, that quite as signal a refutation is the 
destiny of all others, as he will perceive happens to these. It is said 
that Hebrews might treat their servants with a rigor more severe than 
would bo justifiable to tlieir children. This idea arises from the closing 
clause of the text, "but over your ])rethren the children of Israel ye 
vshall not rule, one over another, with rigor." And how does tl.iis apply 
to the "stranger" or the "heathen?" Personal treatment is not inten- 
ded at all, but it was designed to add weight to the already implied 
injunction, to buy their "bondmen" exclusively from heathen and 
strangers. Another objection i.=; taken from Ex. xxi. 20, 21. "If a 
man smite his servant or his maid with a rod, and he die under his hand, 
he shall surely be punished, (or avenged,) notwithstanding if he con- 
tinue a day or two, he shall not be punished, (or avenged) for he is his 
money." This law is quoted to build up the idea of the existence of 
slavery among the Jews; and indeed to hold out a still more barbarous 
principle, viz: because the S(;rvant is caUed "his money" he had a 
right, wicondemncd, to lloo- his slave to any extent, even to death, so 
that it did not occur durinir the inlliction of tlie punishment. 

Even Southern slave laws are more merciful than the Jc?vish slave 
code, according to this interpretation. It is horrible. But instead of 
authorizing cruelty, tliis rciinlation is perfectly just, and would doubdess 
be fbe very ride of action, in our otvn Courts of Justice, if a master 
sliould use the rod so severely t:pon one of his "servants" or "bond- 
maids" (api)rentiees,) as to produce death. It was applicable to He- 
brew as well as Gentile servants; indeed, our translators being the 
judgrcs, it was positinh/ confined to Hebrew servants, for they call 
heathen S(Tvants "boiuinien and ])ondniaids" — and how will it comport 
(accordiuo- to the exposition of our opponents) witli, "over vour breth- 
ren the children of Isniel ye AvAX not one over anoilicr with riixor.'' 
L(^t the wicked have hi-; (»\v;i \/:iv ars,l he \x\\\ <\\\\'W i.lestrov liiiiisrlf. 
i.et the iiro-siincry aJvor-i^s Ik-vc ih: ir vrxw www -awX they niwki^ ( ^)d 
say on onr ol" tin' iuhh-. "o^ bro^iM r U(!hrc\v sow shai! 

]iot rule v^'iiii ri^or," Mnl v.:\ tiic \Try ncxi, "vo-.i mav 'log liiin to ;uiy 
extent you ])lease, so that he chu's not die inr;tanilV, tor he is your 
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money." O shame! cover them quickly. There is indeed no more 
authority for whipping a servant, developed in this passage, than mas- 
ters have and of right ouglit to have, all over the world. The rod must 
sometimes be used on refractory young servants and children, both male 
and female, and this law was made to guard the persons of Jewish 
servants against the abuse of this practice, instead of authorizing mas- 
ters to whip severely. "He is his money." In the very same sense 
are apprentices "the money" of masters now; and this phrase is used 
to show that interest was ailded in this case to other motives for pre- 
serving both the life and bodily powers of the servant. If the servant 
died under the rod, the master lost his life, (Ex. xxi. 12;) but if he 
lived "a few days" (for this is the meaning of the original translated 
"a day or two") it was possible some other cause produced the catas- 
trophe, and life is so valuable that it should not be taken unlesi^ upon 
indisputable evidence of actual and premeditated murder. " Malice 
aforethought" is our legal term, and it was doubtless drawn from Ex. 
xxi. 13, 13, 14. The Lord prefers reserving a decision in such 
dubious cases, for his own management, or day of linal accounts and 
judgment, when unerring scrutiny will do right. It is better that two 
guilty persons should escape human justice, than that one innocent, 
should be punished. 

Three things described in this law, form an important reason, for 
sparing the life of the master. Taken together, they produce strong 
presumptive evidence, that he did .^ot design to take the life of his ser- 
vant. 

1. The instrument used is not a deadly one — a rod. 

2. The continuance of life, for some days. 

3. The pecuniary interest, which he had in the labors of the de- 
ceased. 

Another objection is, the Hebrew six year slaves, were stiled " ser- 
vants," while the heathen, "/om;;r" slaves, were called "bondmen." 
Let it be offered in any shape, it is of no force at all, for the original 
of servants and bondmen, is every where precisely the same ; the 
variation is only an arbitrary arrangement of the translators. Every 
Hebrew scholar knows this is true. The design of the translators was 
to keep up a distinction, between Hebrew and heathen servants, which 
really existed. What that difference was, we are not told; but we con- 
jecture, from a collation of various passages, referring to this subject, 
that it was in the length of time, for which they might serve, or in the 
kind of labor to be performed — probably both. Whatever it was, we 
are assured it involved neither oppression nor injustice, for the rule was 
established by one, who hateth perversion of judgment. The distinc- 
tion between Hebrew and other servants, is developed as strongly in 
Lev. XXV. 39, 40, as in any other passage. 
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Common translaiion. 
'•And if thy brother, that dwclleth 



Literal tmnshttioi\. 

And if tliy brotlicr by tliee, be wax- 
en ])uor, !ind be sold unto thee, tliou 
shalt not compel him to serve with the 
service of a servant ; as a hired ser- 
V mt, as a sojourner, he shall be with 
thee, shall serve thee unto the year of 
Jubilee. 



by thee, be waxen poor, and be sold 
unto thee, thou shalt not compel him to 
serve as a bond servtmt ; but as a hired 
sci vant, and as a sojourner, he shall be 
with thee, ;ind shall serve thee I'uto 
(he year of Jubilee." 

Even the tenth commandment of tlio Decalogue has been charged 
with supporling" the pro-^^lavcry opinion of the bible, in om' presence, 
by a minister of the gohpcl! ! It is, however, too puerile and wicked 
an objection, to notice farlher, than to say, if coveting a servant, there 
means coveting property, coveting another's wife, does also. 

Both arc false in fact. Noali's curse of Canaan, has often been 
quoted, to prove the enslavement of Africans to be in accordance with 
prophecy ! and therefore right ! It is as absurd as wicked. Those of 
the American slaves, who have escaped the discoloring tinges of South- 
ern amalgamators, are the descendants of Mizraim, Cush and Phut, 
who settled in Africa, while Canaan settled in Palestine. This is 
universally known to be true, being the combined testimony of biblical 
critics and commentators. To satisfy the reader as to the residence of 
Canaan's descendants, I refer to Genesis, x. 15 to 19, and Joshua, ix. 1. 
Abraham is cited as an example of slaveholding. " He had servants 
bought with money." This is true. But if they were slaves, and 
would b'; the property of his legal heirs, how comes it, that one of 
them is said to be his heir, and would of course, own all the rest of the 
slaves ! Again: if they were slaves, wiicre had they all gone to (1800 
or 2000 of them) when Jacob, his lineal descendant and heir, went into 
Egypt, a few years afterwards. Not one of tliem was left, of all that 
number. Objections against tlie construction, which abolitionists put 
upon the bible, may be urged in great number ; but the grand cause of 
them all, is about here. The Pope issued his bill, some hundreds of 
years since, announcing tlie strict morality of the slave trade. Since 
that, slavery has prevailed extensively in Great Britain, France and 
America, as well a? many other powers, with which we are commer- 
cially connected, and has produced wide spread, deep seated, and almost 
unconvertible pro-slavery prejudices. The nations iavolved in the sin, 
have "screwed to the sticking point" God'.s lioly Avord, to calm the 
throes of disturbed consciences. 

And yet th(^ very men, avIio flv to the l)iblc now, to prove slavery 
righi, are compelbnl to turn upon th(Mnsc!ves, and in one breath say, 
God did sffiiction slaviri/ nnio)i<r tlie J(>\\s," but " iCC are as much 
opposed to slavcrif as any body else." 'I'bis is truly one work of su- 
pererogation, if slavery was ever right, and God does not require it of 
them. We advise tliem, tlierelore, as snen, to avow their principles, 
and advocate the perpetuity of American slavery ; the abolition of 
which, say they, will be attended with untold and unimaginable horrors 
throughout the land. The truth is, if aJavery was ever morally right, 
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it is now; lor we fearlessly assert, that no purer morality is inculcated 
in the bible, than we iind developed in the JJec',aK)f>uo. 

And now, we believe it a cheering truth, that, although very many 
good and great men have fallen into the snare set i'or them, by the ene- 
mies of liberty, and advocates I'or despotisni ; and have plead for the 
rightful existence of slavery, under tlie Jewish dispensation, there was 
no such thing there ; but a mild and healihtul servitude, regulated by 
laws of the purest possible character, for th(;y weie Divine. Our 
proofs have been, the laws imposing death as the penalty of man steal- 
ing, and forbidding Hebrews from returning or deliveiing servants to 
masters, from whom they had escaped. The general laws against op- 
pression and requiring mercy. The established treatment of servants. 
The establishment of ihc .liibilce giving lilierty to all the inliabitants of 
the land, every fiftieth year, and the positive immorality of selling one's 
self, into perpetual slavery. 'I'licse are from the old testament, and are 
palpable. If suflcred to prevail in our highly favored country, they 
would chant, in solemn, but gladdening tones, the fin::il re(]diem of 
American slavery, which John Jlcsley declares, " tb.e vilest that ever 
saw the sun." Before passing from tiie old, to tlie new testameni, we 
subjoin references, to a few passages, winch tlio reader may examine, 
if he wishes. 

1. Treatment of servants. Ex. xii. 43, &c.; xxi. 7, &c. 26, 27. 
Dcut. vi. 0 to 9; xii. 11, 12; xvii. 18; xvl. K^, 11, 15; xv. 12, 13, 14; 
xxiii. 15, IG. 1 Samuel, ix. 22. Genesis, xv. ;>; xxiv. 1,2, 4, G, 18,23. 

2. Oppression. Ex. iii. 9; xxii. 21; xxiii. 9. .ludges, x. 12. Lev. 
XXV. 14, 17. Dent. xx. 14; xxvii. 7. 2 Kings, xiii. 4. Psalms, x. 18; 
xii. 5; Ixii. 10; liv. 3; cxix. 1, 21. Prov. xxii. 22, IG; xiv. 31; xxviii. 
3; iii. 31; xxviii. 16. Eccles. iv. 1; vii. 7. Isaiah, i. 10 to 20; xxxiii. 
15; iii, 12; xiv. 4; ii. 13; Iviii. G. Ezekiel, xviii. 7, 12, 10. Jeremiah, 
xxii. 3, 13; showing old testament kindness to the poor. A compari- 
son, and we have done. The Hebrews were compelled to make brick 
for Pharaoh, and received, we suppose, al)out the same waives with 
Southern slaves. Thougli whipped, they were not sohl to individuals, 
nor were their iamilics (H?mem!)ered. God called this opj)rerNsion, Ex. 
iii. 9, and condenms oppression in more tlinn a hundr(;fl places. Is 
American slavery as bad, rs wns Kirypiian bondLige i Yes. nnd much 
worse. Is it probable then, that he haled one am! siiii loves the other ? 
He either loves or hates Ameiican slavery. W'liirh, reader, do vou 
suppose ? There can he but one answer. And now, wliich will von 
do, hate wiih God, or love wiili mnn ? Even the puritv of our blessed 
Saviour's ministration, hns been ;^ss;uled, by tlie unb]ns!iin<T advocates 
of slavery. 1 pray tiicy may be forgi\on, in consequence oft; eir igno- 
rance. 

I. It is said, that, although slavery in its most awful form, prevailed 
under the Koman government, Christ and his apostles too, tacitly ac- 
knowledged the rectitude of the system, by admitting slave-holders into 
the church, and retaining them in that character, without censure. We 
answer to this — 

1. It proves too much for our opponents. If Christ sanciioned 
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slavery, by remaining silent upon the subject, he sanctioned the laws, 
regulating the system, for there is not in the new testament, a word of 
condemnation for them. What were those laws? Two or three, were 
as follows. A slave was struck out of the list of moral agents, and 
consigned to that of brutes. A slave might, at any time, be killed by 
his master, without punishment. A slave miglit be sold twice, by the 
same master, before he could claim his freedom. 

2. The fact that a practice is not condemned hy name, is no reason at 
all that it is right. Under the argument of our opponents, the midnight 
gambler, and the sabbath breaker, may escape rebuke. The owners of 
theaters, the performers themselves, and those who waste their time 
and money, in nightly attendance upon these demoralizing representa- 
tions, may still drink the *' shed blood'* and eat the " broken body" of 
the crucified Redeemer worthily ! ! Burglary, counterfeiting, forgery, 
horse racing and polygamy, are likewise passed by the Saviour and his 
aposdcs, without condemnation, except by implication. No christian, 
can justify any of these practices, on the ground that silence is pre- 
served respecting them. The iniquitous features of every leading 
vice are condemned, and among others, slavery does not escape the 
fiery ordeal of the new testament morality. The main characteris- 
tics of American slavery, arc all made criminal by the new testament. 

1. Slave laws allow the separation of mtn and wife, by the order of 
the master. 

iV, T. " What God hath joined together, let not man put asunder, 
Matthew, xix. 6. 

2. Slave laws forbid the slaves from worshipping God by themselves. 
N. T. " Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together, Heb. 

X. 25. 

3. Slave laws exact labor without wages, in millions of instances. 
N. T. ** The hire of the laborers which have reaped down your 

fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth," &c. James, v. 1 to 6. 

4. Slave laws shut out the knowledge of letters from the mind of the 
slave. 

iV. T. Search the scriptures. 

5. Southern slavery encourages the stealing of men on the coast of 
Africa ; for though prohibited by the laws of the land, they are still 
smuggled in. 

N, T, '* The law was made for murderers, men-slayers, mm- 
stealers,^- &c. (alluding to Ex. xxi. 16.) classing them among the vilest 
criminals of the earth. 

6. Slave laws in North Carolina, make it penal, to give or sell a slave 
any book, even the bible ! In Georgia and Louisiana, a free black 
may be fined, whipped, imprisoned, and in the latter State, even put to 
death, for instructing his own children to read the pathway to eternal 
life ! ! 

N. T. " Wo unto you lawyers ! for ye have taken away the key 
of knowledge," Luke, xi. 52. " Ye fathers bring up rour children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord," Ephesians, vi. 4. 

7. The new testament condemns the selling of one's self into slavery, 
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much more, one man selling another. " Ye are not yonr own : ye arc 
bought/' 

8. It is the testimony of all candid slave-holders, and we positively 
know from the very nature of things, that slavery encourages general 
licentiousness. 

N. T, In many places condemns adultery and fornication. 

The slave laws of 0/zio, and the constitution of the United States, 
allow slaveholders to carry freemen in irons to the South. 

While the writer was engaged in preparing this pamphlet, two poor 
slaves passed through the village of Mansfield, (his residence) in 
chains ! to slavery. They had escaped from their '* better condition !'* 
at Cincinnati, while passing down the river, to the Southern market, 
and in endeavoring to let their wives know where they were, the owner ! 
(0! how can I write owner ?) according to this biblical I American sys- 
tem, learned their place of residence, and sent the soul catchers for 
them. They found the slaves in their *' more miserable'^ condition, 
comfortable in freedom. They were unwilling to permit the poor fel- 
lows to suffer under such a burthen as freedom, and therefore, swore 
they were slaves, and carried them back to their master ; destined 
doubdess to cruel and unrequited toil, till death shall emancipate them. 
This is the tender mercy of American slavery ! Oh my country ! how 
long can God withhold his anger and fierce vengeance? I have since 
learned that one of the men engaged in taking them, was the landlord of 
the Stage house, in Gratiot, Muskingum county, Mr Price. A de- 
generate adopted son of Ohio, whose name should be cast out as vile. 

N. T. Do unto others, as you would that others should do unto you. 

These are a few of the points in which American slavery, bids de- 
fiance to the Almighty. They are the necessary consequences, the 
almost universal fruits, of established slavery every where. Other 
courses of treatment are exceptions. They are all pointedly condemed 
in the new testament. And is any one now prepared to say slavery is 
not touched by the Saviour's and apostles instructions ? We have stu- 
diously avoided allusion to cruel treatment of the persons of slaves. 
The system is sufficiently horrible, to every well instructed mind, 
without any appeal to sympathy. 

Many attempts have been made to sustain the morality of slavery, 
from instructions given to servants in the new testament. There is not, 
however, a single passage, which may not, with perfect propriety, be 
addressed to servants and slaves too, without sanctioning slavery in the 
remotest degree. Every attempt of the kind has been met and foiled a 
thousand times unanswerably. 

If those who brought the first slaves into Virginia were guilty, were 
not those who purchased them also guilty ? And how are those, who 
have since advocated and supported the system less guilty ? * Human 



* Wm. Pincknev said of American Slavery, In the Maryland House of Dele- 
gates, 1789, * 'Founded in a disgraceful traffick, its continuance is as shameful as 
its origin. Eternal infamy awaits the abandoned miscreants, whose selfish souls 
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)aws generally recognize the principle, that aiders and abettors in crime 
are obnoxious to the punishment of the ott'ended power. Why not 
apply the rule to the case under consideration ? There is no reason, 
but that we will not. American slavery is enormously criminal, sinful 
in the pure light of the bible, and the way to get rid of it is clearly 
pointed out in that good book. " Cease to do evil." *' Times of ig- 
norance God winked at, but now calloth on all men every where to 
repcntf ' with many o'.licr passages urging immediate repentance for 
every sin, and declaring that the " wralh of God abideth on the chil- 
dren of disobedience." But slop not with forsaking sin ; " bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance." Cease indicting these wrongs — 

By establishing the marriage ceremony among the blacks: 

By paying them fair wnges for their lal)or: 

By protecting them in their pevsonal and religious rights: 

By securing to the females personal chastity: 

By giving back to them the key of knowledge: 

By allowing them to manage their own earnings: 

By sending them the gospel in its fullness and purity: 

By building them churches and school houses: 

By supplying the South with ministers and teachers: 

By treating them as having immortal souls: 

By enlisting in their behalf, the piety and benevolence of the nation, 
that their character may emerge from that mental and moral night, in 
the *' sfross darkness" of wliich thev ha ^'2 so Ion, 9- eked out a miserable 
existence, to reap in millions of inr-:n.i:ces eiernal wo. 

And now at the close of our eflbrt, we may candidly say, that after 
the nic-^i careful investigation, of Divine Writ, we rise from that perusal 
and research, refreshed and encouraged with a redoubled assurance, 
that the most inveterate and determined pro-slavery inquisitor cannot 
make out, from the bible, a single case of genuine slavery — that the 
servitude sanctioned by the word of God, was similar to that of for- 
eigners, voluntarily sold for a limited period, to pay an honest debt, 
contracted for their benefit, in emigrating to this country — to our ap- 
prenticeship system — and to that of one nation leniently tributary 10 
another — founded upon principles of pure morality and equal justice. 
No man in his senses, can claim this for American slavery. God's 
law knew no invidious distinctions of caste, wealth or condition, 
brought all in spirit and in tnitli to the common standard of equal par- 
takers in the temporal benefits conferred upon the chosen descendants 



should cvef tempt tliem to rob unhappy Africa of her sons. But why should 
v,'e confine the ctlg'v" of our censure to our nnccstop<, or tluise from \i'l:'om they 
purchnseJ.' Arc not we equally i,ni\]ty- They strewed the see;:;i jf slavery 
around, we cherish and sustain the ^vowtlu" 'Said Patrick Henrv, •'Ms it not 
amazing", that at a tune wlu-n the ris.- !its of lumianity are delineJ with precision, 
in a country above all others fond of liberty; that in such an ag-e aiul in such a 
country, wo find nien, pn^fessiui;' a reli.cfion the most humane and g-entle, 
adopting- a principle as repug-nanl to Immanity, aft it \s incomhtent with the 
l/ihh and destructive to Libertv'" 
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of Israel — endowed both servant and master, circumcised in the 
flesh," with the same title to the land of promise on earth — and pointed 
all truly " circumsised in heart and life" to the same lieavenly inheri- 
tance, with the blessed Redeemer, into whose body by one spirit, are 
we all baptized,'^ whether black or white, bond or free. 

To that glorious "home eternal," wliere there is neither "Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor A-ee, male nor female," but " all are one in Christ 
Jesus," I hope to attain, fully uxpcctinff to meet many colored saints 
" martyrs to the glorious cause" of " pure and undehled religion," not 
only mine equals, but greatly my superiors in celestial knowledge and 
heavenly growth into our "living head," Though whites will he in 
an immeasurable minority, all will be equal; for prejudices of caste 
will be done away, glory shall crown all and " God be ALL in ALL." 

The only prayer which I can utter in reference to this momentous 
question is, that this nation may speedi)}' resolve to keep that fast, 
which the Lord loves, described by Isaiah, chap. Iviii. as follows. 
"Loose the bands of wickedness, undo tlie heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and break every yoke. Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that arc cast out to thy 
house." " When thou seest the naked to cover him ; and that thou 
hide not thyself from thine own flesh." And as God declares " all 
things shall work together for good to them that love" him, I am fully 
persuaded that such a happy triumph of right over v/rong, as the aboli- 
tion of slavery would be, cannot but secure to tliis people the glorious 
cimsummation of blessings described in the following verses of the 
same chapter in Isaiah. " Then shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily, and thy righteous- 
ness shall go before thee ; the glory of the Lord shall be thy rearward. 
Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer ; thou shalt cry, and 
he shall say, here am I. If thou take away from the midst of thee 
the yoke, the putting forth of the finger and speaking vanity, and if 
thou draw out thy soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul ; 
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon 
day. And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul 
in drouglit; and thou shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not." 

And to aid in the accomplishment of this most desirable end, it be- 
comes every follower of Jesus, to pursue the path directed by the 
prophet : " Cry aloud and spare not ; lift up thy voice like a trumpet, 
and show my people their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their 
sins;" accompanying the cry with a warning of the fierce wrath of 
God against the oppressor, and an iiiviiaiion to all to " return to the 
Lord, who will have mercy, and to our God who will abundantly par- 
don." 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

Negroes are human beings, because we can show their genealogy 
from Ham, see Acts, xvii. 26. 

Our duty in reference to them. Hebrews, xiii. 3. John, xv. 12. 
James, ii. 8, 9. Isaiah, Iviii. 1. Ephesians, v. 4. Ps. Ixxxii. 3, 4. 
1 John, iii. 17. Acts, xx. 26, 27. 

They will pray for deliverance from oppression, and the Lord will 
hear. Ps. ix. 9, 18; x. 17, 18; xii. 5; Ixxii. 12, 14; and cxl. 12. 
Prov. xxii. 23. Jer. lix. 15. 

Oppression is forbidden, Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. Ex. xxiii. 9. Prov. 
xxii. 22. Zech. vii. 9, 10. Jer. xxxiv. 17. Ezek. xxii. 29. Prov. 
xiv. 31. Isaiah, v. 7. Amos, ii. 6. 

There is danger in oppressing our fellow men. Ps. ciii. 6; cv. 25, 
36. Ex. xxii. 21, 22, 23, 24. Prov. xxii. 16, 23. Zech. vii. 13, 
14. Mai. iii. 5. Isaiah, i. 20. Jer. xxxiv. 20, 22. Ezek. xviii. 12, 
13; and xxii, 31. Deut. xxvii. 19. Isaiah, v. 20, 23; and x. 1, 2. 

Duty of repentance. Isaiah, i. 16, 17; Iviii. 6, 7. Prov. xxix. 7; 
xxxi. 8, 9. Dan. iv. 27. Prov. xvi. 8. Micah, vi. 8. Ex. x. 3. 

Safety in doing justice to the oppressed. Isaiah, i. 19; xxxiii. 15, 
16; iviii. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Ezek. xviii. 7, 9, 31, 32. Prov. xvi. 17, 
19. Isaiah, xxxii. 17. Ps. Ixxxiv. 11, 12. Rom. viii. 28. Ps. 
xxxvii. 3. 

Applicable to American slavery. Ex. xxii. 29; and xxvii. 13. Eccles. 
iv. 1. Ps. 1. 18. Job, xxxv. 9. 

Query, Why is it, that in the whole history of Jewish servitude, 
we read constantly of buying, but never of selling in one single in- 
stance? 

Answer, Servants sold themselves? and there never was a third per- 
son known in the transaction. 



